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1. Introduction 

The Rock Forward Savings Group Project has grown in impact benefitting 4 savings 
groups namely Tinetariro, Zhou, Heavenly Sisters and Tinetariro. A total of 21 
households, 58 dependents and 25 orphan and vulnerable children (OVC) are being 
supported by the project. Currrently, the number of job created and sustained is 
23.  

A savings group revolving loan fund of $9,000 was availed to 4 savings group. The 
Savings Group revolving fund has an impressive repayment of 100%. On contrary, 
the pilot projects have an appalling repayment rate of 10%. This is attributed to 
the high internal and external risks associated with pilot projects. These risks 
include depressed market prices, competition, cost of doing business, and 
government policies. 

This report highlights the progress and impact of savings groups and pilot project 
loan revolving funds.   

2. Savings Group Revolving Fund 

The table below shows the performance of the savings group revolving fund.  

Table 1: Performance of the Savings Group Revolving Fund 
  



The table below shows the impact of the savings group revolving fund. 

Table 2:  Savings Group Impact 

Name and 
Location

Amount 
Disburse
d (USD)

Projects Group Performance

Tinetariro  
(based in 
Glen View)

500.00 Kitchen 
ware and 
motor 
maintenanc
e

Repayment rate is 100%. This is the third 
loan disbursed to the group. Patrick 
Muchemwa is back on his feet and 
excelling. Clara is also doing very well 
diversifying from doughnuts to selling of 
kitchenware.

Zhou 
Family 
(based in 
Retreat 
Park)

1,800.00 Groceries, 
hardware, 
butchery 
and mobile 
money 
transfers

Repayment rate is 100%. The group paid 
off their loan in May and have decided not 
to renew their loan until after the 
elections due on 30 July. 

Heavenly 
Sisters 
(based in 
Hatfield)

0.00 Sewing, 
cake 
making, 
cosmetics 
and toys 
retailing and 
cross border 
trading.

This is a new seven- member group that 
has recently completed the savings group 
and Partners Worldwide (PW) business 
trainings. All members were also engaged 
in the vocation skills training in Fabric 
cutting and Designing that was facilitated 
by a Rock Forward representative in 
Zimbabwe, Rebecca Smith. Project 
assessments were done to only 2 members 
that applied for loans.

Kubatana 
(based in 
Retreat 
Park)

0.00 market 
gardening, 
detergents, 
and kitchen 
ware.

This is a six- member women’s group that 
has completed the savings group training. 
They have finished the business training in 
June and project assessment and loan 
disbursement is scheduled for July 2018. 

Total 2,300.00

Impact Indicator Actual Impact

Number of households benefitting 21

Number of jobs created and sustained                                           
23                          

Number of dependents 58

Number of orphans benefitting from the project 25



The savings group project is having a positive social impact on the communities of 
Glen View, Hatfield and Retreat Park. A total of 21 households are benefitting from 
the project and supporting 25 orphans. These households are also supporting 58 
dependents with 23 jobs created and sustained. 

3. Pilot Projects Revolving Fund 

The table below shows the performance of the pilot projects.  

Table 3: Performance of Pilot Project 

4. Situational Analysis 

In the midst of all the political tension due to the forthcoming harmonised 
elections, the cash crisis continues to persist in the Zimbabwean economy. 
Zimbabweans have embraced the cashless system. This is a positive development 
for businesspeople through increased sales turnover.  

5. Photo Highlights 

Pilot Projects Amount 
Disbursed 
(USD)

Progress on Loan Repayments

Philadelphia          
1,000.00 

•The butchery is struggling to honor its loan 
obligation. Total amount due including 
interests and penalties is $1,094.50

Peter Chifana          
1,000.00

•Peter has managed to pay $160.00 out of a total 
debt of $1,150.00. Late payment penalties 
have accrued to $67.00. A follow-up visit was 
done at his home and we learnt from his wife 
that he abandoned his family and relocated to 
Muzarabani.

Total 2,000.00

Clara Mbezo, a 
member of 
Tinetariro 
savings group 
has done well in 
diversifying her 
business 
interests as part 
of a risk 
mitigation 
strategy. In 
addition to 
selling 
doughnuts, she is 
now selling 
kitchen ware.



     

   

6. Financial Report 

The table below summarizes the funding allocation of the $13,914.00 that has been 
received from Rock Forward. 
  
Table 4: Summary of Rock Forward Financial Commitments 

Budget expenditure is only 41% due to low disbursements emanating for the high 
political and economic risk associated with the pre-election period. Most micro-
businesses are affected through community pressure to attend political rallies. 
The situation is expected to normalize after the elections set for 30 July 2018. 

7. Conclusion 

The Rock Forward Savings Group Project is helping the economically 
disadvantaged households to engage in income generating activities and thereby 
support their family needs. A positive development is the increase in the number 
of savings groups being supported by the Rock Forward. Our prayer requests are: 

Description Funding Amount 
Expensed

Funding 
Balance

Savings Group Revolving Loan Fund 9,000.00 2,300.00 6,700.00

Pilot Project Revolving Loan Fund 2,250.00 2,000.00 250.00

Training Expenses 650.00 650.00 0.00

Monitoring Expenses 1,100.00 400.00 700.00

Administration expenses 914.00 400.00 514.00

Total 13,914.00 5,750.00 8,164.00



• Pray for the AfricaWorks Zimbabwe (AWZ) to continue to be a ray of hope 
for the economically active poor households in Zimbabwe. 

• Pray for the businesses of the savings group members to be protected and 
continue to perform well despite the tense political environment. 

• Pray for peaceful and fair elections. Pray that godly leaders are elected as 
ministers, members of parliament and senate, and councillors. 


