
  

  

1. Background  
Patrick Muchemwa is a mechanic by profession who used to work for Astra and Isuzu and 
when he felt employment did not give him the satisfaction, he started his own company 
in his own backyard.  
He is in his late fifties and is married with 4 children 3 being boys. He received business 
training in 2016 through FICA and graduated in March 2017. He is a volunteer at FICA 
(Faith in Community Action) working with people affected by HIV and AIDS. They had 
their savings group running since 2012 with other community volunteers. His backyard in 
Glen-view suburb became small for the jobs he was receiving and this prompted him to 
look for a bigger place. He identified an open area left by the local council and he 
applied to use it as a workshop paying rental. He was granted and he began operating car 
repairs and maintenance work with his son whom he employed. He currently has 3 of his 
children working with him and has groomed them to take over one day. 

2. Projects and Finances 
Mr Muchemwa initially received a $600.00 loan which he repaid successfully by December 
2016. He got another loan for $500.00 which he wanted to use to construct an underground 
diagnostic bay, but unfortunately he fell ill. He was hospitalised for quite some time but we 
thank God that the business did not close down. He trained and groomed his 3 sons to take 
over and they did a wonderful job. Clients were sceptical at first leaving their cars with the 
sons but they eventually warmed up upon seeing the good job they were doing. When Faith 
and Danielle Rupp visited Zimbabwe last year, they went to see Patrick who had just been 
discharged from hospital. After he recovered he teamed up with 2 other people also in 
business. One who is a tyre specialist and the other a spray painter. They have taken 
advantage of the economies of scale all benefitting from shared rentals and customers 
getting 3 services under 1 umbrella. He is currently on his third loan which is supposed to be 
repaid by end of February 2019. His group saves $20 monthly and his sons have also joined 
the savings club although they are yet to receive business training.   

3. Photo Highlights 



  

  
 

Patrick standing 
by his work-in-
progress in the 

open area he was 
authorised by the 

local council to 
use. He has more 

than 5 cars he 
will be working on 
at any given time

Faith and Danielle Rupp were fortunate enough to visit Patrick just when he was 
discharged from hospital. He is showing he still has a swollen leg.



  

 
4. Conclusion 
Just like any Zimbabwean, his business has been affected greatly due to the recent fuel price 
hikes, fuel shortages and the multi-currency system. For him it means that if he fails then 3 sons 
also fail along with him and this is his motivation to continue to make his business work. He is 
up-to-date with his loan repayments and he makes his clients happy by just doing a good job. It 
is excellence that his sons have understood as they thrive to make it in business and remain 
competitive. 

Patrick is all 
smiles with 
his 3 sons 
who are all 
under his 

employment
. They were 

left in 
charge while 

he was in 
hospital. 


